[A child with primary sclerosing cholangitis].
Primary sclerosing cholangitis is a rare liver disease which is mainly diagnosed in adults. This chronic progressive disease, characterised by inflammation, fibrosis and strictures of the intra- and extrahepatic bile ducts, leads to cirrhosis. There is a strong association between primary sclerosing cholangitis and inflammatory bowel disease (IBD). A 10-year-old boy presented at the accident and emergency department with fever, episodes of abdominal pain, nausea, vomiting, fatigue and hepatomegaly. Blood tests, pathology investigations, liver biopsy and magnetic resonance cholangiopancreatography (MRCP) led to the diagnosis of primary sclerosing cholangitis. The patient was treated with ursodeoxycholic acid and later, because of unbearable itching, sequentially with lidocaine 3% ointment, rifampicin, an endoprosthesis in the common bile duct and glucocorticoids. One year later he returned to the paediatrician with abdominal pain and bloody diarrhoea. Endoscopy revealed features of indeterminate colitis. Remission of the disease was achieved quickly after treatment with mesalazine. Primary sclerosing cholangitis can develop in childhood and is often associated with IBD.